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Stay Safe,
Stay Away!

Elandskuil Bridge:  
A crucial crossing now closed for 
safety due to rising water levels.

Thabazimbi – Recent heavy rainfall has led to 
increased water levels in Thabazimbi’s rivers and 
streams, prompting Thaba Fire and Rescue (TFR) 
to issue an urgent safety warning to the community.
Elandskuil Bridge closure
The Elandskuil Bridge was officially closed on 8 
January 2025, at 19:15 due to rising water levels. 
TFR director Jannie Rossouw emphasised the 
importance of avoiding the bridge and other 
flooded areas to ensure public safety.
Safety precautions from Thaba Fire and 
Rescue
TFR has shared the following safety guidelines to 
protect residents:

1.	Avoid rivers and streams, particularly during 
periods of heavy rainfall.

2.	Do not use rowing boats, rafts, tires, or other 
floating devices on the water.

3.	Refrain from swimming or fishing while water 
levels remain high.

4.	Do not cross bridges that are overflowing.
5.	Heed warning signs placed at high-risk areas. 

These signs are there for your protection.
6.	In case of danger, contact emergency services 

immediately. Do not attempt to assist others 
without proper training and equipment. 
Emergency responders are equipped to handle 
such situations promptly.

Rainfall and risk areas
Thabazimbi has experienced approximately 
315mm of rainfall over the past three weeks. High-
risk areas include:
•	 Eland Street
•	 Warmbad Road (R510) near Kumba (Stinkdraai, 

heading out of town)
While rumours have circulated on social media 
about the Crocodile River overflowing, TFR 
confirmed that the river has not yet flooded.
Current road conditions
Despite a recent voice note claiming the Warmbad 
Road was closed, TFR confirmed that it remains 
open as of 13 January 2025.

Community cooperation
TFR has shared their messages widely on social 
media and community groups, urging everyone 
to prioritise safety and adhere to guidelines. By 
working together, the community can minimise 
risks during this challenging period.
For any emergencies, please contact Thaba 
Fire and Rescue immediately. Let’s ensure a 
safe and secure 2025 for all.

Get the Platinum Bushvelder directly on your phone.
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25 000 newspapers per week

FREE

0818211332

“Let’s work together to stay safe — 
avoid the rivers, take precautions, 
and have a wonderful 2025!”
Angelique Loots, director Thaba Fire and Rescue 

CHECK OUT THE  
LATEST DEALS INSIDE



Announcing the death of a family member is 
a time-honoured tradition as life should be 
celebrated and never forgotten. To help you to 
celebrate the life of your loved one and share 
details about the upcoming funeral, place an 
obituary in our newspaper, free of charge. 
You  can include the date of death, details 
about their life and surviving family members. 
You can also write a special message, a poem 
or a prayer. Please   include a photo and the 
date, time and place of the memorial service. 

If you would like to place an obituary in 
Platinum Weekly / Platinum Bushvelder, 
send the information via WhatsApp to 

072 482 6871 or email 
news@platinumweekly.co.za/ 

news@platinumbushvelder.co.za.

Placing an obituary

SAVF’s winning team to serve the community!

Weerlig tref prokureurskantoor 
– Gemeenskap tree vinnig op

Back from left: Linda Grobler (board vice chairperson), Belinda Lodewick (office finance/ admin), Tebogo Mangena 
(social worker), Bernadine Warren (board treasurer), Denese Chapman (volunteer), Christelle Barnard (additional board 
member), and Sharon Botes (volunteer and co-opted board member).
Front from left: Karabo Kubuzie (social worker), Josephine Ndlovu (board secretary), Dalene Bester (board 
chairperson), and Leah Boshomane (general worker).

Thabazimbi – SAVF Thabazimbi is proud to 
introduce its newly elected board members, 
office bearers, and dedicated volunteers who 
will work tirelessly to support the community. 
While the photo captures many faces of this 
exceptional team, volunteers Gert and Nadia 
Smith, as well as Janita Barnard, are also 
valued members of this dedicated group.
Linda Grobler, vice chairperson, expressed 
her enthusiasm, saying, “This dynamic team 
is ready to serve with integrity, honesty, and 
care.” She encourages anyone interested in 
joining as a volunteer to contact the SAVF 
office at 014 777 1093 to obtain application 
forms for screening.
Dalene Bester, chairperson, extended warm 
wishes to the community, saying, “This year 
is going to be great for our community!”
Together, this team is committed to making a 
positive impact in the Thabazimbi community. 
Let’s support them as they embark on this 
meaningful journey!

Thabazimbi – Die kantoorgebou van Eric 
Marx Prokureurs is Maandag, 6 Januarie 2025, 
omstreeks 15:25 deur weerlig getref, wat ‘n brand 
aan die buitekant van die gebou veroorsaak het.
Een van die werknemers het die vlamme 
opgemerk wat reeds aan die buitebalk en binne 
in die dak begin brand het. Die situasie is egter 
vinnig onder beheer gebring danksy die vinnige 
optrede van die gemeenskap.
Een van die werknemers se man het die vlamme 
buite geblus met ‘n brandblusser, terwyl die bure, 
Eksteen Pieterse en sy gesin, gehelp het om die 

brand in die dak te blus. ‘n Seun het selfs in die 
dak geklim om te help.
Danksy die spanpoging van Thabazimbi Fire en 
Rescue, die brandweerspan, die gemeenskap, 
en die betrokke werknemers is die skade tot die 
minimum beperk. Die herstelwerk aan die gebou 
is reeds voltooi.
Eric Marx Prokureurs bedank almal wat bygedra 
het tot die vinnige blus van die brand en die 
beskerming van hul eiendom.
Thabazimbi se gemeenskap het weereens gewys 
dat saamstaan die verskil maak!

SEMENTSTENE, MAXI BLOKKE, 
PLAVEISEL - BEVEL (KLEUR OF GRYS), 

PLAVEISEL - INTERLOCKERS (KLEUR OF GRYS), 
KLEISTENE, SAND EN KLIP 

Thabazimbi kantoor 
083 296 2916

thaba@buffelbeton.co.za

Koedoeskop Kantoor
083 343 0781 

buffelbeton@thabanet.co.za 
Posbus 245 | Koedoeskop 0361

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A 
WATER USE LICENCE

Notice is hereby given in terms of Section 21 and Section 
41(4) of the National Water Act (Act 36 of 1998), as 
amended, as well as in terms of Section 17, 18 and 19 of 
the Regulations Regarding the Procedural Requirements 
for Water Use License Applications and Appeals (GN 267 
of 24 March 2017) that an Integrated Water Use License 
Application will be submitted to carry out the following 
activities:
Project description: The applicant would like to apply 
for a water use license to abstract water from boreholes 
for agricultural irrigation. The water uses expected to be 
triggered will be Section 21(a), (b), and potentially Section 
21(c) and (i)
Water uses triggered:
Section 21(a): The abstraction of groundwater from 
boreholes
Section 21(b): Storage of water in off-stream earth dams 
Section 21(c) and (i): Potential activities within a 100m 
radius of the Crocodile River
Properties:
Portion 3 of the farm Bethanie 112 KQ
Proponent: Mirror Ball Investments 0007 (Pty) Ltd
Coordinates of site:
24°26’3.33”S 
27° 6’23.54”E
Contact Person:
Mr SJ Jansen van Rensburg
Tel: (072) 132 5544 | Email: sj@jvrwater.co.za
Website: www.jvrwaterconsultants.com
JVR Water Consultants (Pty) Ltd
Should you wish to provide any comments, concerns or 
objections to this application please provide your written 
comments, concerns or objections to the contact person 
listed above on or before the 18 March 2025. Should 
you wish to request additional information regarding 
the application please contact the contact person listed 
above. Should you require additional information it must 
be requested and commented on by 18 March 2025. 
No comments received after the 18 March 2025, will be 
included in the application.

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A 
WATER USE LICENCE

Notice is hereby given in terms of Section 21 and Section 
41(4) of the National Water Act (Act 36 of 1998), as 
amended, as well as in terms of Section 17, 18 and 19 of 
the Regulations Regarding the Procedural Requirements 
for Water Use License Applications and Appeals (GN 267 
of 24 March 2017) that an Integrated Water Use License 
Application will be submitted to carry out the following 
activities:
Project description: The applicant would like to apply 
for a water use license to abstract water from boreholes 
for agricultural irrigation. The water uses expected to be 
triggered will be Section 21(a), (b), and potentially Section 
21(c) and (i)
Water uses triggered:
Section 21(a): The abstraction of groundwater from 
boreholes
Section 21(b): Storage of water in off-stream earth dams
Section 21(c) and (i): Potential activities within a 100m 
radius of the Crocodile River
Property:
The Remaining Extent of the farm Van Wykskraal 116 KQ
Proponent
Primeco Meat Feedlot (Pty) Ltd
Coordinates of site:
24°27’54.69”S
27°6’51.83”E
Contact Person:
Mr SJ Jansen van Rensburg
Tel: (072) 132 5544 | Email: sj@jvrwater.co.za
Website: www.jvrwaterconsultants.com
JVR Water Consultants (Pty) Ltd
Should you wish to provide any comments, concerns or 
objections to this application please provide your written 
comments, concerns or objections to the contact person 
listed above on or before the 18 March 2025. Should 
you wish to request additional information regarding 
the application please contact the contact person listed 
above. Should you require additional information it must 
be requested and commented on by 18 March 2025. 
No comments received after the 18 March 2025, will be 
included in the application.

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A 
WATER USE LICENCE

Notice is hereby given in terms of Section 21 and Section 
41(4) of the National Water Act (Act 36 of 1998), as 
amended, as well as in terms of Section 17, 18 and 19 of 
the Regulations Regarding the Procedural Requirements 
for Water Use License Applications and Appeals (GN 267 
of 24 March 2017) that an Integrated Water Use License 
Application will be submitted to carry out the following 
activities:
Project description: The applicant would like to apply 
for a water use license to abstract water from boreholes 
for agricultural irrigation. The water uses expected to be 
triggered will be Section 21(a), (b), and potentially Section 
21(c and i)
Water uses triggered:
Section 21(a): The abstraction of groundwater from 
boreholes
Section 21(b): Storage of water in off-stream dams
Section 21(c) and (i): Potential activities within a 100m 
radius of the Crocodile River 
Property: The farm Faure 72, KQ
Proponent: St Helena Landgoed CC
Coordinates of site:
24°24’14.63”S
27° 5’17.72”E
Contact Person:
Mr SJ Jansen van Rensburg
Tel: (072) 132 5544
Email: sj@jvrwater.co.za
Website: www.jvrwaterconsultants.com
JVR Water Consultants (Pty) Ltd
Should you wish to provide any comments, concerns or 
objections to this application please provide your written 
comments, concerns or objections to the contact person 
listed above on or before the 18 March 2025. Should 
you wish to request additional information regarding 
the application please contact the contact person listed 
above. Should you require additional information it must 
be requested and commented on by 18 March 2025. 
No comments received after the 18 March 2025, will be 
included in the application.

Notice is hereby given in terms of the following legislation:
• Regulation 8 of the Regulations published in Government Notice No. R698 of 20 July 2017 under Section 24(5) of the 

National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act no. 107 of 1998) as amended;
• Regulation 43(1) of the Regulations published in Government Notice No. R982 (as amended) under Section 24(5) of 

the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act no. 107 of 1998);
• The National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (Act No. 25 of 1999),
 � of the intent to carry out the following activities:  

Activities & Locality: 
1. The submission of an ex post facto S24G application to Limpopo Department of Economic Development, Environment 

and Tourism (LEDET) for Environmental Authorization for the commencement of the following listed activities without 
Environmental Authorisation in terms of Section 24G of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (No 107 of 
1998), as amended, on the Remaining Extent of Hartebeesthoek 288 KQ: 
•	 Activity 19 of R983 dated 4 December 2014 as amended on 7 April 2017: “The infilling or depositing of any material 

of more than 10 cubic metres into, or the dredging, excavation, removal or moving of soil, sand or rock of more than 
10 cubic metres from a watercourse”. The increase in dam wall lengths and excavation from the dam basins 
for two dams.

•	 Activity 48(ii) of R983 dated 4 December 2014 as amended on 7 April 2017: “The expansion of dams where the dam 
including infrastructure and water surface area is expanded by 100 square metres or more “.

	� The increase in the dam surface area and infrastructure (dam walls and pumping facilities) of the two dams 
is approximately 35 000 square metres.

•	 Activity 15 of R984 dated 4 December 2014 as amended on 7 April 2017: “The clearance of an area of 20 hectares 
or more of indigenous vegetation”.

	� 92 ha of indigenous vegetation (old croplands where the topsoil has not been lawfully disturbed during the 
preceding ten years) were cleared for orchards since November 2017.

•	 Activity 12(e)(ii) of R985 dated 4 December 2014 as amended on 7 April 2017: “The clearance of an area of 300 
m2 or more of indigenous vegetation in Limpopo within critical biodiversity areas identified in bioregional plans”. 92 
ha of indigenous vegetation (old croplands where the topsoil has not been lawfully disturbed during the 
preceding ten years) were cleared for orchards since 2017 in a Critical Biodiversity Area (CBA).

2. Submission of an application for Environmental Authorization (a full Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessment 
process will be followed) to LEDET for the following listed activities on the Remaining Extent of Suikerboschfontein 
286 KQ:
a. Activity 12 (e)(ii) of R985 dated 4 December 2014 as amended on 7 April 2017: Development of approximately 

72 hectares of orchards and an off-channel balancing dam where there will be clearance of indigenous vegeta-
tion of more than 300 m2 in an area classified as CBA as identified in bioregional plans.  

b. Activity 15 of R984 dated 4 December 2014 as amended on 7 April 2017: Development of approximately 72 
hectares of orchards and an off-channel balancing dam that will involve the clearance of an area of 20 ha or 
more of indigenous vegetation. 

3. Application for an Integrated Water Use License (IWULA) for Section 21(a), (b), (c) & (i) water uses will be submitted 
by the applicant to the Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) for the enlargement of two (2) in-stream dams and 
the increase in water use.

4. In terms of the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (Act 25 of 1999) an Archaeological Impact Assessment will be 
conducted.

5. The abovementioned activities are located on the Remaining Extent of farm Hartebeesthoek 288 KQ and Remaining 
Extent of Suikerboschfontein 286 KQ in the Vaalwater area, Modimolle-Mookgophong Local Municipality, Waterberg 
District, Limpopo Province. 

Municipality: Modimolle-Mookgophong Local Municipality | Proponent: ATPD Properties (Pty) Ltd t/a Kizingiti Pecan Grow-
ers | Consultants: AGES Limpopo (Pty) Ltd, PO Box 2526, POLOKWANE, 0700 | Tel: 015 291 1577 (Ref: L Wendel 
/ J Botha) | E-mail: lwendel@ages-group.com / jbotha@ages-group.com. To be registered and identified as an interested 
and/or affected party (I&AP) ONLY in terms of environmental concerns regarding the S24G and EIA processes, please 
submit your name, contact information and interest to the contact persons given above within 30 days from the publishing 
date of this notice.

NO JOBS AVAILABLE

NOTICE OF S24G & ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESSES

WANT TO PLACE AN ADVERT? CALL 014 592 3257

WE KNOCK 
AND DROP 

FLYERS AND 
PAMPHLETS 
CALL 081 
389 2846
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Limpopo hit by devastating floods and drownings

COMMUNITY URGED TO ASSIST DISASTER-AFFECTED FAMILIES

TRUCK DRIVER PERISHES IN 
SMASHBLOCK FLOOD INCIDENT

Thabazimbi – In response to a recent disaster 
that has left several families in the community 
struggling, the Thabazimbi Local Municipality is 
reaching out to local residents and businesses for 
immediate assistance. The disaster has severely 
impacted many families, leaving them without 
basic necessities such as beds, clothing, and 
food. In an effort to provide relief, the municipality 
is asking for donations of the following items:

•	 Mattresses and blankets: Many families have 
lost their beds and are in need of a comfortable 
place to sleep.

•	 Clothing: Both adult and children’s clothing 
are urgently needed.

•	 Non-perishable food items: Canned goods, 
dry foods, and other essentials are essential to 
help sustain those affected during this difficult 
time.

Donations can be dropped off at 7 Rietbok Street, 
Thabazimbi. For more information or to arrange 
other forms of assistance, please contact the 
municipality on 082 079 9335 or 067 410 1335.

“Together, we can make a real difference and 
help our fellow community members rebuild their 
lives,” said Cllr. TJ Pilane, mayor of Thabazimbi 
Local Municipality.

Limpopo – The Limpopo Province has faced a series of tragic events as 
heavy rains, thunderstorms, and severe flooding have hit the region since 
the start of the new year. These weather conditions have caused widespread 
damage, leading to multiple drowning incidents and significant destruction 
to infrastructure. The three most affected districts — Capricorn, Mopani, 
and Waterberg — have reported widespread devastation, particularly in 
Waterberg, where the impact has been most severe.
Drowning incidents and animal attacks
The provincial commissioner of the South African Police Service in Limpopo, 
lieutenant general Thembi Hadebe, issued a stern warning to parents and 
residents to ensure the safety of their children, particularly during the rainy 
season. The warning follows several tragic drowning incidents and attacks by 
wild animals in rivers infested with crocodiles and hippopotamuses.
The most recent incident occurred on 4 January 2025, when two 16-year-old 
boys were swept away by the flowing Luvuvhu River in the Xikundu area of 
the Saselemane policing area. Despite the efforts of divers, the boys’ bodies 
were recovered from the river.
Another tragic incident took place in the Waterberg District on 1 January 2025, 
when three people — two young boys and an adult — drowned in Phalala 
River. The search team was forced to halt their efforts after encountering a 
herd of hippopotamuses and two charging animals. 
Severe flooding and infrastructure damage
In addition to the drowning incidents, the heavy rains have caused widespread 
flooding, particularly in the Waterberg, Mopani, and Capricorn districts. A total 
of 13 drowning incidents have been reported across these areas, including 
two in Blouberg, four in Polokwane, and two in Waterberg involving boys from 
Viena and Marken (Monareng village).
The Jabulani informal settlement in Thabazimbi has been severely flooded, 
affecting 400 households and disrupting services at the Thabazimbi Hospital. 
We extend our deepest condolences to the families affected by these tragic 
events. The loss of loved ones, particularly young children, is heartbreaking. 
As we continue to assess the situation, we urge all residents to stay informed, 
take necessary precautions, and heed the safety warnings issued by 
authorities.

Smashblock/ Northam – On Monday 13 January 
2025, tragedy struck in the small community of 
Smashblock near Northam. A truck carrying baked 
bread to market was swept away by powerful 
stormwaters while attempting to cross a bridge, 
around 13:30. 
According to reports, the truck was caught in the 
fast-flowing stream and carried away by the water. 
Emergency services were alerted shortly after 14:10, 
and responders rushed to the scene. Upon arrival, 
they found a harrowing sight: a man lying face down 
on the ground and another sitting near the stranded 
truck, approximately one kilometre apart.
Despite the best efforts of emergency personnel, the 
43-year-old driver was declared dead at the scene. 
His body was taken to the Bela-Bela government 
mortuary. The truck’s passenger, a 34-year-old man, 
escaped without injuries but was visibly shaken.
The rescue operation involved multiple teams, 
including Northam SAPS, Thaba Fire and Rescue, 
Amandelbult Fire and Rescue, Thabazimbi Local 
Municipality’s Fire Department, state ambulance 
services, and Amandelbult Complex Security 
Services. 
The driver’s final moments are almost too painful 
to imagine. Surrounded by the relentless torrent of 
water, he must have fought with every ounce of his 
being to survive. His loss is deeply felt by all who 
knew him, and our hearts go out to his family and 
loved ones during this difficult time.
This tragedy serves as a sobering reminder of 
the dangers posed by heavy rains and flooding. 
Authorities urge all residents to exercise extreme 
caution near water crossings during storms and to 
prioritise safety. The community mourns the loss of 
a life cut short and extends its condolences to the 
grieving family. 

Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd t/a Platinum Bushvelder disclaims all liability for any loss, damage, 
injury or expense, however caused, arising from the use of or reliance upon, in any matter, the 
information provided through this publication, whether through news, classifieds, editorials or 
advertisements, and does not warrant the truth, accuracy or completeness of the information 
provided. Advertisements, classifieds, editorials and letters written to the editor/ newspaper/s 
is the opinions and representations of the companies/individuals who placed or sent the 
advertisements, classifieds, editorials or wrote or sent the letters to the editor and not that of the 
editor/s, editor in chief, journalists, employees or owners of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. We 
herewith indemnify ourselves from any related claims. Platinum Bushvelder’s title and design 
of its logo is the sole property of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Contact us per email with any 
queries: ads2@platinumbushvelder.co.za. | All original designs in this newspaper is the sole 
property of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd and may only be reproduced or distributed by or with 
the written consent of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Copyright is strictly reserved, and no work, or 
part thereof, may be used for commercial purposes. Should any of the content be copied without 
the written consent of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd, legal action may be taken.

Jesus the Light of the World
8 But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.
2 Now early in the morning He came again into 
the temple, and all the people came to Him; and 
He sat down and taught them. 3 Then the scribes 
and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in 
adultery. And when they had set her in the midst, 4 
they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman was caught 
in adultery, in the very act. 5 Now Moses, in the law, 
commanded us that such should be stoned. But 
what do You say?” 6 This they said, testing Him, 
that they might have something of which to accuse 
Him. But Jesus stooped down and 
wrote on the ground with His finger, as 
though He did not hear.
7 So when they continued asking 
Him, He raised Himself up 
and said to them, “He who is 
without sin among you, let him 
throw a stone at her first.”

NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)

JOHN 8 Would you live off the grid 
if it were easier?

With rising costs of electricity and water, many are 
exploring off-grid living as a sustainable alternative. 
Solar energy, for example, offers a clean and 
cost-effective solution. If it were easier and more 
affordable, would you consider making the switch to 
an off-grid lifestyle?
Here’s how you can participate. Email us at  
news@platinumbushvelder.co.za or WhatsApp your 
response to 081 579 7000. 
Include the following:
•	 Your answer: Yes or No
•	 Why? We want to hear from you!    
•	 A recent photo – We’d love to publish your pic 

alongside your answer!
•	 Your town/city 
•	 Deadline – Be sure to send your response 

before 12:00 on Monday, 20 January 2025.

Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be 
featured in our next issue. Be a part of our 
community’s story!
P.S.: Don’t forget, you can also voice your 
opinion on our Facebook post about this topic. 
Join the conversation!

POLL

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!
Do you believe there’s a 

perfect job for everyone?

Some believe that everyone has a role where their skills and passions align perfectly, leading to fulfilment and 
success. Others feel that careers evolve based on opportunities and circumstances. Share your views —  

does the concept of a “perfect job” resonate with you?

Do you believe there’s a perfect job for everyone?
HAVE YOUR SAY

“Yes, because we are all unique, 
and I believe each person has 

a role that suits them. Every job 
comes with its own challenges 

and requires different skills. 
Some people, for example, enjoy 

accounting, while others are 
more creative and prefer working 

with their hands. I believe job 
satisfaction plays a significant role 
in how well someone performs in 
the workplace. So, yes, I do think 

there is a perfect job for everyone.” 
Reinette Mulder, Thabazimbi 

“No, I don’t 
believe there’s 
a perfect job 
for everyone. 

Often, we don’t 
land a job 

we love; we 
work to make 

ends meet 
and put food 
on the table.” 

Mmapula 
Mataboge, 
Regorogile

NO 29% YES 71%

SOULFOOD

Thaba Jeugweek 2025 27-30 Jan '25 Thabazimbi: NG Kerk Thabazimbi 066-220-8371

Thabazimbi Vrouekamp 21-23 Feb '25 Thabazimbi: Tarentaalpan 071-115-8066

6 1 3 2
7 8 5 6
5 2 1
9 5 8 4
4 6 3 7

7 8 6
2 4

9 7 3
7 1 9

Did you know?
Did you know the term “shot of whiskey” might have 

roots in the Wild West? Legend has it, when cowboys 
were short on cash, they’d trade bullets for a drink. A 

single bullet, often worth about the same as a whiskey 
pour, became an acceptable form of payment in some 
saloons. While historians debate 
the truth of this tale, it’s a fun 

reminder of the rugged 
ingenuity of frontier life. 
Whether fact or myth, 

next time you sip a shot, 
imagine the clink of a bullet 

hitting the bar!

TAR really needs your help
Thabazimbi – There is a special plea to the community of Thabazimbi to support Thabazimbi Animal 
Rescue (TAR), your local animal shelter. 
TAR needs donations of food. The facility is filled with animals that need 
your help. Please assist TAR to feed the animals in their care. Without 
donations they will not be able to feed, home and medically treat the 
animals. 
The community has proven time and again how they can stand together 
and support this worthy cause and this time is no exception.

For more information, please contact  
TAR on 084 885 6487.

Rescue divers searched the river for 
victims, navigating the dangerous waters 
in a desperate effort to recover the bodies.

Various stakeholders gathered at 
the river, assessing the damage 
and coordinating response efforts.

A stark 
reminder 
of nature’s 
power.
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Rhinos 
ready to roar 

into 2025! 

Thabazimbi – Hoërskool Frikkie Meyer het Woensdag 15 Januarie 
2025 hul top akademiese presteerders van die 2024 matriekklas 
aangekondig en daarmee hul naam in die lig geplaas as ‘n skool van 
uitnemendheid. Hierdie ou leerders se harde werk en toewyding het 
vrugte afgewerp en maak die skool en gemeenskap ongelooflik trots. 

Setaria – The Northam Platinum Rhinos are set to kick off their 2025 
season with an exciting friendly match against the 
Impala Rugby Club on Saturday 8 February 
2025, right on their home turf. Assistant 
coach Flip de Kock expressed confidence 
in the year ahead, saying, “This year will 
be a great success. Please come and 
support us!” Don’t miss the action — 
come and cheer on the Rhinos as they 
charge into a promising season. For 
more information, contact De Kock on 
076 791 4659.

BUILD RITE

HFM vier akademiese sterre
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